






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Relief Activities of a Buddhist Monk for Famine 
Victims in Early Modern Japan:
The Great Famine of Kyoho and 
Tenkataiheihonenki
Byoungdo Park
The role of religion in the events of disaster has been discussed in religious commu-
nities as well as the academy of religion. A major role suggested and performed by 
them is to fulfill the needs of disaster victims and take care of their mental health. In 
order to expand this argument from a historical perspective, I present an example of 
relief activities for famine victims in early modern Japan. 
The Great Famine of Kyoho lasted from 1７３2 to 1７３３. It is estimated that this disas-
trous famine caused more than 100,000 deaths in Japan. The record of the famine 
experience written by a town doctor named Sei Soan, is called Tenkataiheihonenki 
(Record of World Peace and Good Harvest). This record describes the relief activi-
ties performed by a Buddhist monk for the famine victims in the Kumamoto clan 
Yatsushiro area. The monk was named Genzui, and was the chief priest of temple 
Kyuganji. For the starving people, Genzui provided food and money. For the dead 
who did not receive a proper burial and funeral ceremony, he performed a special 
Buddhist ritual for neglected spirits, called Suirikue (a type of Segaki ritual). The 
people of the town were influenced by his activities and came forward to participate 
in rescue activities for the famine victims. This case demonstrates that religion can 
take the lead in relief activities for disaster victims, and can help not only the survi-
vors but also the ones who died.
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